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to accept their stay in Iraq as more than temporary. Secondly,
even if they had to remain in Iraq, they wished to go on living
the same sort of independent life under the Mar Shimun as they
had lived before the war. They were not satisfied with the
privileges which they shared with other minorities ; they claimed
complete autonomy, and their claims were expressed in the most
intransigent form by the Mar Shimun himself. Finally, they
distrusted the Iraqi Government, and regarded themselves as in a
special way the proteges of the British Government ; when the
Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 1930 was signed, they thought themselves
to have been abandoned by their protectors, and feared the worst.
Their fears were intensified by the work among them of a small
group of agitators.

Nor was the Iraqi Government more satisfied with the situation.
It resented the special position accorded to the Assyrians, no less
than the refusal of the Assyrians to be contented with their
position as citizens of Iraq. What is more important, it feared
them. Throughout the mandatory period, Assyrian Levies had
been trained and used by the British authorities for guarding
aerodromes as well as for the repression of the Kurdish revolts.
They had proved to be good soldiers ; both they and the Iraqis
believed that they would be more than a match for the young
Iraqi Army. After 1930 they were gradually disbanded,
but they retained their arms, and the Iraqi Government
feared that in view of the prevailing discontent among the
Assyrians they might revolt and the revolt would be difficult
to crush; it feared also that the British Government might
instigate a revolt, as an excuse for recovering control over the
country.

By die summer of 1933 tension between tibe Assyrians aad the
Government was very great. Although seme of the former

willing to come to terms with tfee GovemiBenft, others, the fore-
most among them being the Mar Shimun, were stiH demanding
autonomy ; and asked, if this was not possible, to be allowed to
cross the frontier into Syria. Relations between the Mar ShinHin
aad the Government had reached such a state that he was mii
allowed to return from Baghdad to the north. The Gorerniueat
and the Army were becoming increasingly frightened rf the
possibility of a revolt, and resolved, if ghrea an opportunity, to
end tite danger once aad for all. King Feisal aod seswal rflfae
experieiaeed Ministers were away in Europe* aad the